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Setting the scene 
 

The SDGs constitute an ambitious global action plan for eliminating poverty and hunger, 
delivering climate protection and environmental sustainability, and promoting peaceful and 
inclusive societies.  But ambitious goals cannot be met without sufficient resources.  If the 
international community is to scale development finance up “from billions to trillions”, a 
much wider array of financing will need to be mobilised from new sources, new actors and 
new and innovative financing arrangements and instruments.  Proactive efforts are now 
needed to create the systems, the incentives and the capacity required to deliver on the SDG 
financing challenge.   

The TOSSD measurement framework, currently being shaped by the international 
community, is a tangible contribution to these global efforts.  It will enable the international 
community to clarify, monitor and assess important dimensions of the breadth and specificity 
of today’s international financial landscape as it relates to SDG investments.  In doing so, 
TOSSD will create greater awareness and critical understanding about how SDG-related 
development finance can be most effectively mobilised, combined and deployed in a variety 
of country settings.   

The objective this brainstorming meeting is to acquaint leading experts, development actors, 
and stakeholders with the emerging principles, building blocks, and features of TOSSD as it is 
currently envisioned, and to explore ideas and secure guidance about how to tackle key 
stumbling blocks and challenges for designing the measurement framework.   

The international community in Addis Ababa acknowledged the important role TOSSD will 
play in monitoring SDG implementation efforts, and called for its development to be 
conducted in an “open, transparent and inclusive” way.  This brainstorming event, in line 
with spirit of Addis, is being organised in the belief that all perspectives, all views, all ideas 
and all proposals are important in designing TOSSD in order to ensure it is relevant, robust 
and operationally feasible –  and readily understandable to broader publics.  

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda 

I. Overview of the TOSSD measurement framework and current state of play  

II. Emerging questions and challenges regarding the TOSSD measurement framework to explore 

CAPTURING PUBLIC/PRIVATE OPERATIONS IN THE TOSSD MEASUREMENT FRAMEWORK   All financial 

instruments are today used in development co-operation, including those that mobilise private capital.  

Development financing today is not just one project, one instrument and one actor – it is much more diverse 

and complex.  TOSSD aims to clarify the full scope of financing packages financing the SDGs, including 

enhancing information about the full cost of finance to borrowers and shedding light on the sustainable 

development purpose of the investment.  

 Should the TOSSD framework only capture the public flows directly involved in these operations (e.g. 

non-concessional loans, mezzanine finance, equity, etc.), or should it also capture the resources 

these instruments mobilise?  Should it capture resources mobilised through contingent liabilities 

such as guarantees and insurance schemes? 

COVERAGE OF GLOBAL PUBLIC GOODS IN TOSSD   All resources provided through official means in support 

of the SDGs in developing countries would be covered in the measure.  In addition, investments undertaken 

to address global challenges and promote enablers of sustainable development, such as climate change, 

infectious diseases, peace and security, development-related research1, and global norms and standards 

would be covered by the measure.  The development community will need to agree on the scope and nature 

of these investments and relevant measurement boundaries within the TOSSD framework.  

 What might be the TOSSD measurement boundaries for provider country investments in these 

activities, particularly regarding investments within provider countries or contiguous states that are 

not “TOSSD-eligible” developing countries?  

III. The way forward 

 

                                                           
1
 For example, for extremely neglected diseases, appropriate technologies, geo-spatial information applications, etc. 


